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Klamath County, Oregon

Background
The Deschutes National Forest, in cooperation with the Fremont-Winema National Forests, is

proposing to issuea special use permit to TDS Telecommunications dba BendBroadband
(hereafter BendBroadband). BendBroadbanddelivers broadband,■ber connectivity, cable
television, and telephone servicesto commercial and residential customersin central Oregon.
BendBroadband is planning to improve the high-speed data, video, and telephone system services
to their customersin central Oregon. The Forest Service requires an environmental analysis of the
proposed special use permit as part of the processfor evaluating a Special Use Permit request.
The purposeof the Special Use Permit is to authorize use of National Forest System lands for
planned expansionand upgradesof its ■beroptic services to customersof central Oregon. This
letter is to inform you of your opportunity to comment on the proposedaction.

Purpose and Need
The Forest Service is proposing to authorize a special use permit to allow BendBroadband to
expand and upgrade its services between La Pine and Chemult, OR. This project would allow
BendBroadband to alleviate overloaded residential networks, allowing for faster intemet
connections for the averagecustomer and provide a service redundancyto prevent outages.
Completion of this project would also allow customerswith high capacity data needs(hospitals,
schools, tech companies, and manufactures) faster intemet connections, creating opportunity for
customers to take advantageof a network typically reserved for large metropolitan areas.

The need for the project comes from shrinking backhaul/transport capability (slower internet
connections) in the southern portion of the BendBroadband network. This would allow
BendBroadband to re—routehigh capacity customersto these backhaul routes rather than
overloading residential customer circuits. In other words, customerswith signi■cantly larger data
needssuch ashospitals, schools, tech companies,and manufactureswould no longer slow down
the residential network.

Proposed Action
The Forest Service is proposing to authorize a special use permit to allow BendBroadband to
expand and upgrade its services between La Pine and Chemult, OR. The entire project extendsfor
35 miles. This permit application covers a 11.5 linear mile segmentwithin the Deschutesand
Fremont-Winema National Forests in Klamath County, Oregon (Figure 1). This segmentruns
along the StateRoute 97 (SR-97) from Chemult, Oregon north toward Crescent,ending at the
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boundary with Oregon StateDepartment of Forestry managedland. It will also cover the
National Forest lands at the Rosedalecompound and the CrescentRangerDistrict Administration
site (main of■ce) in Crescent.

The entire project route is planned to stay within a previously disturbed highway right-of-way
(ROW). This special use permit would cover only the portion of the project which crossesUSDA
Forest Service (USFS) administered land. The entire proposedproject continues to the north, to
just south of La Pine, and crossesland owned and/0r managedby multiple public and private
entities (USFS, Bureau of Land Management, StateDepartment of Forestry, Private Industry, and
Private Residential). Land uses include undeveloped lands, rural residential, commercial and

municipal, and agricultural activities.

Fiber line conduit would be installed entirely within the existing road right of way of SR 97,
generally following a 5-foot offset from the outer edgeof the eastern(northbound) right of way.
Installation would be accomplished using plow and directional bore techniquesto a depth of
approximately 36 inches.Access vaults would be installed every 2,500 feet. The vaults will be 24
inches by 36 inches. Construction will take approximately 1 month to complete, beginning in
Spring 2020.

Environmental Analysis
The Forest Service expectsthat no extraordinary circumstancesor special conditions will be
identi■ed in the environmental analysis. The proposedaction is expectedto fall within the
following category and may be categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental
impact statementor environmental assessment:

36 CFR 220.6(e)(2) A additional construction or reconstruction of existing telephone or utility
lines in a designated corridor

How to Comment
Comments can be emailed to comments@tierra~row.com,please include the Bend Broadband in
the subject line. Comments may also be mailed to

Tierra Right of Way LLC
Bend Broadband Comments c/o TheresaKnoblock
1575 E River Road, Suite 201
Tucson,Arizona 85718

Comments should be sent by November 21, 2019.

Contact
For additional information concerning this decision, contact: TheresaKnoblock, NEPA Lead,
Tierra Right of Way, LLC, 800-887—0847
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Responsible Official
The Responsible Officials will be the DeschutesNational Forest Supervisor and the Fremont-
Winema National Forests Supervisor.

This scoping letter information hasbeencoordinated with the Chemult Ranger District on the
Fremont-Winema National Forests.

DJ/lQ/o
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Daniel Rife, Distribt Rage/r, CrescentRanger District Da
Deschutes National For ‘t

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and US. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions

participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression). sexual orientation.
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance

program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint

,filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible
Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and Tl'Y) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in
languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint
Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any
USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: us. Department of Agriculture, Of■ceof the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC. 20250-9410; (2) fax:
(202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider. employer and lender.
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